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Third Sunday Of Advent



Rev. Corey S. Van Kuren, Administrator

Third Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021

P.O. Box 711
Whitney Point, New York 13862

(607) 692-3911

Fax: (607) 692-7171

Parish Halls: WP(607)692-3357
M(607)849-3630

Whitney Point: Monday-Thursday, 9AM-Noon

Email: ststephenstpat@syrdio.org

Website: www.ccsssp.com

Tuesdays at Whitney Point Church,
8am & after 8:30am Mass

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements.

From Our Pastor:

ADVENTE S HESSABE
Brothers and Sisters:

This weekend we celebrate Gaudate Sunday, the Third week
of Advent or Joyful Sunday. Although Advent is a penitential
season, we take the time now to reflect on all the gifts God
has freely given us and that cause us great JOY!

The gifts of life, talents, health, children, nature, and of
course Salvation; all these and many more are God’s gifts to
us.

There is always much more to do during Advent and
Christmas; shopping, decorating, baking, card writing ,
wrapping presents, cleaning and preparing for guests,
traveling, etc. All this can accompany frustration, tiredness or
panic.

Today is a time to stop, smile at ourselves and see our
silliness. All there is to do, doesn’t compare to the JOY we
are called to, anticipating and celebrating God’s greatest gift,
His Son, Jesus Christ!

Even our ministry must be Joyful! Give of ourselves, not
counting the cost of our time or treasure, but Joyfully knowing
that the poor we serve is Christ Himself! Give with a smile.
Your Christmas will be gratefully Joyful and your heart too
will SMILE!

May God bless us and may Mary keep us always in His love!

Fr. Corey

Daily Message from Pope Francis "Prayer is what keeps the
lamp of the heart lit. This is especially true when we feel that our

enthusiasm has cooled down. Prayer re-lights it, because it brings
us back to God, to the center of things. Prayer reawakens the soul

from sleep and focuses it on what matters, on the purpose of
existence. Even during our busiest days, we must not neglect
prayer. The prayer of the heart can be helpful for us, repeating
often brief invocations. For example, during Advent, we could
make a habit of saying, “Come, Lord Jesus.” Only these words,
but repeating them: “Come, Lord Jesus’. This time of preparation

leading to Christmas is beautiful: we think of the nativity scene and

nn

Christmas, so let us say from the heart: “Come, Lord Jesus”.
~Pope Francis Note:

CARMELITE STUDY GROUP - The inaugural gathering of the
Carmelite Study Group will be on Saturday, 01/08/22 at 10AM in
St. Joseph’s Church Hall, Endicott. The Group'’s first study will
be Lectio Divina and the Practice of Teresian Prayer by Sam
Anthony Morello, OCD. For questions and book orders, please
call 729-5982 and leave a message with best time to return call.
This week we see the Order continue to
develop as it expands to women and laypersons

MAKING A PLACE FOR LL

In 1452, Blessed John Soreth
organized a second Discalced
Carmelite Order of women and a
third Order for lay Persons.

This is the 17" article in a series.
Please watch for the next installment.

To access our 8:30am Sunday Mass: https://www.youtube.com/c/CatholicCommunityofStStephenStPatrick
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Please Note: Due to Covid safety precautions, we are asking that you Brett Hayes, A2C Derek Lescord, LCpl John Larkin, Jr., USMC,

Weekly Stewardship Report: Last Sunday, December 5, 2021
Regqular Collection: Envs: $2,736. Loose: $663.75 Electronic: $1,090. Total Regular Collection: $4,489.75
A= Diocesan Collections: RelRetire-$§160. HumDev-$10. Seminary-$10. Other Income: ImmConc-$105. Christmas-$20.
EEﬂEfﬂEm Because of your contributions, we were able to pay the following bills this week: MoDioAssess: $2,160. Altar: $246.

Ch&RectBoilerR&M: $674.  Ph/Int: $152. RectExp: $98. Salaries: $1,500. Bills Pd This Week: $4,830.
Thank you for your time, talent and treasure to your parish! Bills to be paid next week: $2,231.
= ————————————————————|
Collection for Retired Religious Hope Appeal 2021-“You Are The Salt Of The Earth”

Electronic Tithing-Did you

. Religious“give thanks. HOPE Many thanks to those who havg participe_lted! know that you can contribute
A sister writes, “Our prayers belong  Appeal  You have helped fund many services the diocese to vour parish electronically?
most of all to the generous benefactors provides to our parishes, schools, and to all Catholics y p' . y!
whose donations have mad this financial that would be difficult for even the most prosperous You can: Your donahong wil
assistance possible.” Thank you for parishes to undertake on their own. You can still make a D@ d§b|ted fromlyour Savings,
supporting last Sunday’s Retirement pledge by December 31° by simply filling out the form  checking or credit card account
Fund for Religious collection. Visit mailed to you or fill out a form from the pews at church monthly (1stor 15" of
retiredreligious.org to learn how your and return them via the collection basket or by mail. mor}th.)Plgase call our
gift supports elderly sisters, brother, Make checks payable.to: H_OPE Appeal. Yqu may also 'Parlsh Qﬁlce for more
and religious order priests. make a secure gift online at www.syrdio.org. information and a form.

_— \ AT
E @ Q E"f! - D Visit Formed.org,select our parish Picks of the Week: Listen: Come, Lord Jesus:
Meditations on the Art of Waiting by Mary Francis - Enjoy this Audiobook, listen and mediate on Advent and waiting for Jesus birth.
Watch: Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage - A visit to the Holy Land where Jesus was born
Watch: Children/Family: Join Brother Francis this Advent! Watch: FORMED Now! Expectant Mother Mary
Watch: Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Message Watch: Children/Family: Juan Diego, Messenger of Guadalupe

/gﬁ Vocation View: “Rejoice in the Lord always.” What brings joy ~ Learn more about these saints and enjoy a family
/| toyour heart? Is Christ there? Christ is always calling us into a g‘:t“’itzy' ‘é's'tl_—“%bc'lt'l - éalr:jtsloftheseason
deeper relationship; a relationship where we will find the fullness of that ec. o — Lur Lady of Luadalupe

joy. Call Fr. Jason Hage (315) 4701468, or vocations@syrdio.org. Dec. T opa o

From the Diocesan Office of Family/Respect Life Ministry- The Third Option-A program to build better marriages-January 2022
Schedule: "UNDERSTANDING EXPECTATIONS CAN TRANSFORM YOUR MARRIAGE." Online, Sunday, January 2, 2022,
from 7:15 to 9:00pm. All are welcome. Contact Stephanie Stewart for more information or to join the meeting at sstewart@syrdio.org or
(315) 472-6728. A Hope Appeal funded program.

"RE-DEFINING THE POWER STRUGGLE: Getting on the Same Team." Online, Sunday, January 16, 2022, from 7:15 to
9:00pm. All are welcome. Contact Stephanie Stewart for more information or to join the meeting at sstewart@syrdio.org or
(315)472-6728. A Hope Appeal funded program.

"COPING WITH CONTROL ISSUES: It Doesn't Have to Be This Way." Online, Sunday, January 30, 2022 from 7:15 to 9:00pm.
All are welcome. Contact Stephanie Stewart for more information or to join the meeting at sstewart@syrdio.org or (315)472-6728.

A Hope Appeal funded program.

Divine Treasures - Put Christ Back In Christmas! The 2022 calendars are now available at the entrances of our churches.
Please call Divine Treasures for all your inspirational gift needs. Please take one for yourself and for any homebound person you know.
We have advent candles, nativities, ornaments, boxed Christmas F M CCCEEE LR L L E LR CEEEE EEEE R EEE LR CEEEE CEEE R E
cards and much more! We will be offering a 15% discount on all E ‘ﬁlm T Please Pray For Our Following
Christmas items and 10% on all other inventory from Small Business Fom oum sairramy  Friends and Family in the Military:
Saturday through December. We are located at the St Anthony’s & 2ndLt, Trevor Jones, Sgt Avery Hull, Major Corrine Miller,

St Mary’s Parish Center, 59 N. Main St., Cortland. Sgt Megan Ballard, PV2 Samuel Lilley, PV2 James McGill,

=

call Sue at 607-423-5871 for curbside pickup. Sue is available at the SSG Jacob Rau, Devon McGill, SSgt Michael Hetzler,
Parish Center Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9 AM to 3 PM. Major Caleb Miller, Major John Thomas, Major Joy Thomas,

Daniel Morehouse USMC, Sgt Nicholas Stone, Sgt Heather Fox,

New Year's Eve Day of Reflection on Dec. 31" LCDR Paul McDonald, USMC SSgt Dan Votra,
“A Year filled with Hope” This past year has SSG Steven Gross, SSgt Justin Blaisdell, LCDR Maria Lescord,
been a challenge for many. At our New Year’s LCDR Marvin Joel Scott i, A1C Brendan Schneider,
i \H ':.”.L y cismin Bve day of reflection, with Chris Spilka, 0S3 Jonathan Schneider, 2ndLt. Emily Steele USAF &
Director, we will look back on the year that Sgt Zachary Reardon USMC
was and lean on Christ for the coming year. Offering: $30 includes If you have a friend or family member serving our country and
lunch. 10 am- 2 pm. . Register at www.ctkretreat.com would like their name mentioned weekly in our bulletin, to be kept

r call 315-446-2680 in our prayers, please contact our parish office.

X{wmm x x
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Mission Statement for The Catholic Community of St. Stephen - St. Patrick

5 We are a Roman Catholic Community of faith, welcoming the strength found in diversity. We are committed to
using our time, talent, and treasure in proclaiming the Kingdom of God through prayer, fellowship, and service.
§ [H | We experience our unity at the Eucharistic Table of the Lord, and our direction from the Word of God.
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If you know of parishioners that have not been able to come to Mass because they are ill, hospitalized or homebound, s

please let the Parish Office know so our Hospitality Groups can provide contact with them through visits and cards,
or any spiritual needs such as communion, and perhaps they would like to receive a copy of our bulletin.

ﬁ If you know someone that is ill, facing surgery, or some other kind of difficulty, and needs our prayers, please ca
Dottie Angel at 656-9230 or Pat Canfield at 849-6978. They will lead the Prayer Chain we have at

The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick Church. Supporting each other with the Power of Prayer is the best medicine.
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to be, please call our Parish Office, 692-3911.

Q/QOW bulletin & OLPH’s can be viewed online at _www.ccsssp.com H_Our face book paae: www.facebook.com/ccsssp

Parish Council PARISH STAFF
Chairperson - Dan Burke, dburkel I 14 @ gmail.com Director of Faith Formation - Sherry Dee, 759-1876
Secretary - Justin VanTassel, jvantassel@gmail.com Ministry Coordinator-Peg Orzel, porzell0@yahoo.com
Trustees - Kathy Cusick, Ron Orzel Church Organist/Music Director - Jennifer Austin

Maintenance - (Please call parish office w/maintenance concerns)
Parish Business/Office Manager-Mary Wied Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, Noon - Phone, Mail or Email, ststephenstpat@syrdio.org

Daily Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sunday, Dec. 12 8:30 AM Whitney Point...for Green & Lee Families...by Family
for Ann Ryan...by Mike & Mary Lou Heller
for Charles Putnum...by Mary Jo Whitehead
10:30 AM Marathon...for Jean Mayer...by Patricia & Ralph Canfield
12:00 PM OLPH...for Joe Auberger...by Chris Klein
for Maria & Salvu Buttigieg...by Josephine Kellogg
for Vladislav Andreyev...by Paul & Luda Zelsnack

Tuesday, Dec.14 8:30 AM Whitney Point...The People Of Our Parish
Thursday, Dec. 16 8:30 AM Marathon...for The People Of Our Parish
Sunday, Dec. 19 8:30 AM Whitney Point...for Michael Thayne...by Ann Thayne

for John Dutton...by Dorothy Hanzlik
10:30 AM  Marathon.. for Steve Yuhasz...by CCSS-SP’s Hospitality Committee
for Thomas Odinek, 3™ Anniy. ...by Dawn Odinek
12:00 PM OLPH...for Joseph Ricca...by Pat & Terri Fedele

Readings for the Week of December 12 through 19, 2021:
Today: Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30
Monday: Nm 24:2-7,15-17a; Mt 21:23-27 Friday: Gn 49:2,8-10; Mt 1:1-17

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Mt 21:28-32 Saturday: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8,18,21c-25; Lk 7:18b-23 Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

WP Ecumemcal FoodPantry M Th & Sat10am NoonCIoseandays Hohdays & whenschoohsclosedfor mclement weather

Food Pantry Chairperson: Roger Calice Dec’s Pantry Need: Peanut Butter & Jelly WPClothing Bank: M,T & Sat, 10am-Noon

The Mobile Food Truck is at Fairgrounds the 2nd Wednesday of each month. Registration is required (begins the day before the truck)
and is on line or by calling the Southern Tier Mobile Food Truck Food Bank of the Southern Tier - NY (foodbankst.org) 607.796.6061
m Whitney Point Marathon N
Greeters: Peggy Kemp, Cathy Cummings McEvoy Family For Jan-March ministry
g Next Sunday: Anne Clerkin, Pat Tredo Kathleen Allen, Don Atwood schedule please sign up
gﬁLector: Ingrid Jordak Rose Ann Holland httthrS/Li'gh thle fou‘;s‘;‘gggé'”g' y
Next Sunday: John Milhalko Brandon Tyrrell Ds. rl]n\cur .cnom i r? m
Eucharistic Ministers: Cathy Shoemaker, Margaret Fabrocino Geoff Tyrrell yourhave any questions,
. . please contact
Next Sunday: Emily Jordan, Ingrid Wennerod Karen Barry .
, Justin VanTassel at
Tabulators: Bensleys Next Sunday: Orzel, Cummings Atwoods Next Sunday: Barrys ivantassel@amail.com
Dec Ushers: Don Atwood, Jim Holland or 607-343-9577.
=>=>The new Lector Workbooks are in our church sacristies.




ool cafl ol ol o ca ol o ol ol call call cofl calf o calf caf ol cof ol calf ol calf o < o

Today, Dec. 12™

Tuesday, Dec. 14™

Sunday, Dec. 19™
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7:00pm - CCSS-SP's Parish Council Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
Thursday, Dec. 16™ 8:30am Mass at Marathon Church
7:00pm - Adoration - Whitney Point Church
Saturday, Dec. 18™ 9:00am - Faith Formation Service Day/Christmas Baskets - Whitney Point Food Pantry

8:30am Mass at Whitney Point Church

10:30am Mass at Marathon Church / 12:00pm Mass at OLPH Church, Cincinnatus
11:00am-1:00pm - Christmas Basket Pick Up - Whitney Point Food Pantry

3:00pm -
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Whole Community Catechesis
Readings and Questions for Discussion
Reading 1 - Zephaniah 3:14-18a
A savior is promised to Israel.
Reading 2 - Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice always because the Lord is near.
Gospel - Luke 3:10-18
John the Baptist teaches the path of
repentance and announces Christ.
Adults: To whom have your past acts of
kindness brought joy? What acts of
kindness could you do this week?
Children: What kind thing have you done
for someone lately? Whom could you

make happy by your kindness this week?

A Family Perspective
» Today’s gospel tells us to
bHARb‘ This Christmas resist the
pressure to give token gifts. Instead,
use those funds to give necessities to
the poor. If our impoverished brothers
and sisters are not on our gift list,
we've missed the point of Christmas.

PRI IIRTTRATIITRIILRATRATRITOR AL T ristimas Season
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The Sanctuary Candle Burning
for the month of December
in our Whitney Pt Church
is In Memory Of:
Helmut Melzer &
Daina Freimanis
by Vella Melzer
o in our Marathon Church:
George Hinman, Bill & Helen Appleby
by Claire Hinman

This Week In Our Parish A
8:30am Mass at Whitney Point Church Hpieie j\z:ﬁ
10:30am Mass at Marathon Church / 12:00pm Mass at OLPH Church, Cincinnatus V{j
8:30am Mass at Whitney Point Church “\g

Faith Formation Christmas Program - Whitney Point Church
followed by Dish To Pass get together downstairs

DD ECEEEEE DD EEEEEEEEE

Joy... The third candle.

Joy 1s different from happiness, in that we do not have to be happy
to be joyful. Unlike happiness which is dependent on external
conditions, joy does not rely on our circumstances or current

situations, but on simply knowing God loves us.

Fr Henri Nouwen describes this quite perfectly by stating that joy

1s “the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved

and that nothing - sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, :“: ), L o et T

war or even death - can take that love away.” -

More Opportunities For Reconciliation with
Fr. Corey: Advent Penance Service
TODAY, December 12, at 4 PM at St Mary’s
Church, Cortland. A number of priests will be
available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Christmas Program
Please join us next
Sunday, December 19",
at 3:00pm, for our
Annual Christmas
Program put on by our
Faith Formation students

i
reldren
Ohristmas Pr

)

at our Whitney Point Church.
Everyone is invited!
Then join us after downstairs and bring
a dish to pass to celebrate.

‘{ﬁ' The Light Is On For You -Monday,
% December 20", between 4:00pm and
7:00pm at our Whitney Point Church only.
E“;"“‘-.
oI Friday, December 24,
Christmas Eve:
4:00pm Vigil Mass
at our Marathon Church
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Pope Francis’ December Prayer
Intention For Catechists...

Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word
of God: may they be its witnesses,

Sehedule 3t our Whitney Pt Church with courage and creativity and in the
Saturday, December 25th, Christmas Day: power of the Holy Spirit.
10:00am at Our Lady of Perpetual Help _
Church, Cincinnatus <@ @ Christmas Stars

Please put your Star gifts in the
designated bins at each church.
Thank you for your great generosity!

CCSS-SP’s Council Parish Meeting is
Tuesday, December 14th, 7pm, at our
Whitney Point Church. Any parishioners

are more than welcome to attend. INTERCESSIONS FOR LIFE

For all victims of human trafficking:

WEEKLY JUSTICE CHALLENGE: December 15 is our
national celebration of the Bill of Rights. December 18 is
the Islamic New Year. The Bill of Rights protects some of
our most sacred freedoms, among them freedom of
religion. Our Catholic faith calls us to practice our faith
and share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others
while showing respecting for the faith of others. This
week’s challenge is to advocate for someone who is
denied freedom of religion. This can be done through
political action, prayer, or supporting the right of Muslims

to worship God in their particular way.

That they may find hope and healing

in the Lord who proclaims liberty to

captives and release to prisoners;
We pray to the Lord:

Please Take Note: For our
weekday Masses, if the school
is closed for bad weather there

will be no morning weekday
Mass at either Whitney Point
or Marathon. For Sundays or
other events, please always
check our answering machine
and face book page for any
cancellations or updates.

John Carroll is recovering from
surgery. If you would like to send
a card his address is: 481 Nye Rd.,

Cortland, NY 13045




