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Since last December (1st Sunday of Advent) we’ve been reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke. Have you noticed,
especially recently, how often Jesus’ parables involve servants or slaves? It took hundreds of years for society and then the Church to
realize and accept what an indignity to humanity slavery was.
But this reflection is not an article on slavery or even being a servant. It is about “commissioning.” It is about the fact that we, by
our Baptism have been commissioned to serve in the field of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have been given the directive to become full
fledged members of Christ’s Kingdom here on earth and to proclaim and spread that Kingdom everywhere!
A pretty big directive! It certainly is! How can we possibly accept and then carry out such a command?
As I read various resources it kept coming back to the old adage “Actions speak louder than words.” One book even said: “As
respondents to many surveys tell us people may like who Jesus is and His teaching in the gospel, but the stumbling block for their
joining us is the way they see that faith lived out in the Church.” (From Preaching to the Converted by Richard Leonard, SJ).
God has given each of us the graces we need to do the job he wants us to do. In fact He dispenses them on a daily basis. We
just need that faith, deep down faith that if we try to do His will the best we can, He will give us whatever grace we need. That faith only
needs to be as big as a mustard seed but it needs to be deep. He will nurture it from the tiniest seed known in His time to that 10 foot tall
bush if we let Him.
What stands in our way of fully trusting in Jesus? I’m sure there are many, but those that first come to my mind: Lack of faith,
lack of confidence, procrastination, fatigue and perhaps even sheer laziness and selfishness!
What kind of actions are we talking about? Let’s start with our vocation in life. When I was growing up if anyone mentioned “a
vocation,” it automatically meant priesthood or religious life. But today, thank God, we have broadened it. “Voca”—calling. How is God
calling us to spend the majority of our life? Now we certainly add marriage, parenthood and the single state. How do we serve in each of
these vocations? And while getting a “thank you” or an “attaperson letter” is appreciated, I think knowing we’ve done the best we could
to serve Our Lord satisfied us and takes some of the drudgery out of the mundane!
We step out of ourselves to serve our community. We serve our children’s schools, help with community affairs and
organizations. Some serve as First Responders by profession or volunteer . We serve our Church as lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, altar
servers, choir members, ushers and by performing those often underappreciated behind the seen duties of cleaning, caring for flowers,
linens, and liturgical decorations.
All of it is service, much unacknowledged, although appreciated. All it takes is faith the size of a mustard seed to reach out and
serve our brothers and sisters—to fulfill the commission given to us by Christ Himself.
Linda Caminiti

Weekly Stewardship Report: Last Sunday, September 29, 2019
Regular Collection: Envs: $2,835. Loose: $436.
………………….. ……….Total Regular Collection: $3,271.
Diocesan Collection: Disaster Relief-$992.78. (HurricanDorianVictims) Other Income: FaithFormEnvs-$10.
Because of your contributions, we were able to pay the following bills this week: ChR&M: $7. Ch&RectGrnds: $106.
Utilities: $146. Phone: $295. Donations: $864. (Jamaica,Sr.Kath.,WPFPantry) SchSubdyPymt: $1,165. FaithForm: $213.
ParishEvent: $396. MoDioAssess: $1,478. Salaries: $1,400.
Total Bills Paid This Week: $6,070.
Your continued generosity is so greatly appreciated!
Thank you to the generous response to aiding the
THE SECRET TO ACHIEVING THE GOAL is the participation of
victims of disaster from Hurricane Dorian.
ALL households in the parish! Your gift can help us together as
These funds have been forwarded to our Diocese
a parish to take this opportunity to feed the hungry, counsel the
of Syracuse who will forward accordingly.
sorrowful, and inform the next generation of God’s gracious plan for our
salvation. If you have not yet made a gift/pledge we ask that you do so today.
You may return the pledge form that you received in the mail or use a pledge
form found in the pews. All pledges and payments are due Nov. 30th.
Our parish goal this year is $18,984.05
Pledges to date:$12,885.00
Balance remaining: $ 6,099.05

Today, October 6th, is the diocesan collection
for Respect Life. This collection helps fund
programming resources for the diocesan offices of
Respect Life Ministry, Social Action Ministry, Public
Policy, & Disabilities Ministry. Please place your Respect
Life envelope donation in with the regular collection.

St. Teresa of Avila: A Study in Perseverance
True Reformers with Christopher Blum, Season 1, Episode 5 43m

Nobly-born, wealthy, captivating, and headstrong, Teresa de Ahumada was an unlikely timber for a great work of renovation. After
many years of complacent living in a fashionable convent, Teresa was drawn into a mystical embrace and learned directly from
Divine Inspiration what a life more pleasing to God would be. She spent the last twenty years of her life in a whirlwind of activity
as the founder of the Discalced or reformed branch of the Carmelites in Spain. Watch on Formed.org Parish Code: CFMRYY
We are looking for several people to form a new
Liturgical Music Committee for our parish.
It would be a fairly small commitment, meeting
approximately every 3 months, to work as a team to
choose the music for our Sunday Liturgical
settings. There will be guide information provided,
but we need input from YOU to make it happen!
If you are interested, please contact John Mihalko
(jdmihalko@gmail.com or 607-760-1437.)

Whitney Point Ecumenical
Food Pantry-During the month

Interested? Are you, or

someone you know,
October we are collecting Ramen
interested
in
learning
more about the
Noodles & Jello Mix for the Whitney
Catholic Faith? If so, contact our parish
Point Ecumenical Food Pantry.
We are in need of any food donations.
office, 692-3911, for Kathy Cusick.
There are marked baskets at the
entrances of our churches. Thank you for Please notice additional announcements
all your food & monetary donations.
on our church bulletin boards.

New Ministries...Collecting Sneakers
2074 Lower Cincinnatus Rd., Cincinnatus, NY
Have you ever wondered if there is a way to recycle old
sneakers instead of just throwing them away? By participating
in the program GotSneakers.com, you will keep sneakers out
of landfills while also putting shoes on the feet of many both
locally and globally. Sister Kathleen and the staff at New
Ministries are assisting Sandra Randall, a member of Run
Chenango, collect the sneakers. We accept any kind of athletic
footwear, in any condition. (spare...extra...old… we want them)
Thank you for your support

“Fountain of Life” is the theme for the
10th Annual Catholic Women’s Conference set
for Saturday, October 26th,
at the Oncenter in Syracuse. See flyers in our churches
for more details. For more information
visit www.SyracuseCatholicWomen.org.
Cost of the registration is $55 through October 19th.
Two buses will be available from the area for the
conference at $25/person. For information about the bus,
call Margaret at 607-761-2671. For more info about the
conference or to register, call Cindy at 607-754-4149.

A Family Perspective
Faith is one of those things we just can’t
get enough of! In today’s gospel the apostles asked
Jesus to “Increase our faith.” It is faith in ourselves,
our spouse, our children and our parents which equips
us to overlook annoyances, helps us to forgive and
urges us to ask forgiveness. “Lord, increase our faith!”

Headstone
Cleaning
Available
Call our
Parish Office,
692-3911,
for more
information.

Please Pray For Our Following Friends and Family
in the Military: PVT2 Averi Hull, Major Corrine Miller, Devon
McGill, Sgt Megan Ballard, Joshua Lilley, PV2 James McGill,
LCpl John Larkin,Jr., USMC, Sgt Heather Fox,
Captain Caleb Miller, A2C Derek Lescord, Sgt Jacob Rau,
A1C Brendan Schneider, Daniel Morehouse USMC,
SSG Steven Gross, USMC SSgt Dan Votra,
Sgt Nicholas Stone, LCDR Paul McDonald,
Major John Thomas, Major Joy Thomas,
LCDR Marvin Joel Scott III, 2ndLt. Emily Steele USAF,
OS3 Jonathan Schneider, Sgt Zachary Reardon USMC,
SSgt Justin Blaisdell, SSgt Michael Hetzler,
LCDR Maria Lescord, Brett Hayes, and our pastor,
LtCol Douglas Cunningham.
If you have a friend or family member serving our country and
would like their name mentioned weekly in our bulletin, to be kept
in our prayers, please contact our parish office.

Mission Statement for The Catholic Community of St. Stephen - St. Patrick
We are a Roman Catholic Community of faith, welcoming the strength found in diversity. We are committed to
using our time, talent, and treasure in proclaiming the Kingdom of God through prayer, fellowship, and service.
We experience our unity at the Eucharistic Table of the Lord, and our direction from the Word of God.
If you know of parishioners that have not been able to come to Mass because they are ill, hospitalized or homebound,
please let the Parish Office know so our Hospitality Groups can provide contact with them through visits and cards,
or any spiritual needs such as communion, and perhaps they would like to receive a copy of our bulletin.
If you know someone that is ill, facing surgery, or some other kind of difficulty, and needs our prayers, please call
Dottie Angel at 656-9230 or Pat Canfield at 849-6978. They will lead the Prayer Chain we have at
The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick Church. Supporting each other with the Power of Prayer is the best medicine.
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to be, please call our Parish Office, 692-3911.

Our bulletin & OLPH’s can be viewed online at www.ccsssp.com

Our face book page: www.facebook.com/ccsssp

PARISH STAFF
Parish Council
Chairperson - John Mihalko
Director of Faith Formation - Cecelia Carstens, 323-5114
Vice-Chairperson - Dan Burke
Ministry Coordinator-Peg Orzel, porzel10@yahoo.com
Secretary - Peg Orzel
Church Organist/Music Director - Jennifer Cafferty
Maintenance - (Please call parish office w/maintenance concerns)
Parish Business/Office Manager-Mary Wied Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, Noon - Phone, Mail or Email, ststephenstpat@syrdio.org

Daily Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sunday

Oct. 06

Tuesday
Sunday

Oct. 08
Oct. 13

8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Joanne Cunningham…by The Dunham Family
10:30 AM Marathon…for Marge Carroll…by John Carroll
12:00 PM OLPH…for Fr. Alfred Bebel…by OLPH’s Altar Rosary Society
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Jack & Helen Fordham…by Paul O’Donnell
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Ann Silvernail…by Cathy & Bill Cummings
10:30 AM Marathon…for Dorothy Griep…by Jerry Griep
12:00 PM OLPH…for Rich Dyjak…by OLPH’s Altar Rosary Society

Readings for the Week of October 6 through 13, 2019:
Today: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Tm 1:6-8,13-14; Lk 17:5-10
Monday: Jon 1:1-2:2,11; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Lk 11:1-4

Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Jl 1:13-15,2:1-2; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Lk 11:27-28
Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19

The readings for today, Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, begin with #1028, in our Journeysongs Hymnals

WP Ecumenical Food Pantry: M-Th & Sat, 10am-Noon & Thurs Eve, 6-8pm. Closed Fridays, Holidays, & when school is
closed for inclement weather. Food Pantry Chairperson: Roger Calice Clothing Bank: M,Tu & Sat, 10am-Noon.
Mobile Food Pantry: 1st Friday of Month at WP Church parking lot. Truck arrives around 10:00am (unless holiday)
Whitney Point
Greeters: Clements Family
Next Sunday: Anne Ballard, Cathy Shoemaker
Lector: Jason Somers Next Sunday: Roger Calice
Altar Servers: Nora Jordan, Josiah Lynch
Next Sunday: Ian McMullen, Grace Russell
Eucharistic Ministers: Sue McDonald, Peg Orzel, Cecelia Carstens
Next Sunday: Margaret Fabrocino, Emily Jordan, Ingrid Wennerod
Children’s Liturgy Leader: Jackie Wright Next Sunday: Emily Jordan

Marathon
Kathleen Allen, Colleen Brown
Garret & Joyce Van De Weert
Lector: Kathy Cusick Next Sunday: Brandon Tyrrell
Volunteers
Angela Barry, Seamus Nolan
Shelley Warnow, Linda Caminiti, Chris Brandstadt
Eric Barry, Geoff Tyrrell, Karen Barry
Oct Ushers: Kody Barry, Don Atwood

NEW MINISTRY SCHEDULES ARE IN CHURCH SACRISTIES

October Cleaners: Becky Merihew Family

T han k y o u f o r y o u r m i n i s try to o u r pari s h!

th

Today, Oct. 6
Tuesday, Oct. 8th
Thursday, Oct. 10th
Friday, Oct. 11th
Saturday, Oct. 12th
Sunday, Oct. 13th

This Week In Our Parish
9:20-11:00am - Faith Formation Classes - Whitney Point Church Hall
9:45am - Women’s Faith Group Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
7:00pm - Parish Council Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
7:00pm - Adoration - Whitney Point Church
10:00am - Women Of Faith Meeting - Marathon Church Hall
8:00am - Christian Men Of Faith Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall.
Moira Eileen Soeffing Baptism - Following our 10:30am Mass at Marathon

Whole Community Catechesis
Readings and Questions for Discussion
Reading 1 - Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
The patience of the just man
shall be rewarded when he sees
the vision fulfilled.
Reading 2 - 2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14
Paul urges Timothy to remain strong in
the Spirit of faith Timothy received.
Gospel - Luke 17:5-10
Jesus teaches the apostles the
importance of faith and service to God.
Adults: When have you done more
than was required of you
in the service of others?
Children: When have you done
something extra for someone in your
family without being asked?
What did you learn from this?

Come and Visit with Jesus
Did you know that every Thursday
evening for one hour, you can
come and spend some time with
Jesus? Eucharistic Adoration is just that;
a chance to be within His presence and
talk to him one on one. Come for a short
amount of time or stay for all of it. Every
Thursday, unless indicated, at 7pm
in our Whitney Pt Church.

Hospitality Holiday Bazaar-Clean out your closets…
what may be trash to you, may be someone else’s treasure.
Please begin saving items for our White Elephant Sale for our Holiday Bazaar
on Saturday, November 16th, 8:30am-4pm. New or gently used Items
(no clothes, please) can be brought to our Whitney Point Church Hall Nov. 11th-15th.
Along with the White Elephant Sale, we will have a Bake Sale, lunch, and raffles.
Hopefully you’ve received the annual letters with raffle tickets.
There are extra raffle tickets at the entrances of our churches.

Coat, Sweater and Blanket Collection - We are collecting gently
used or new coats, sweaters and blankets at both our church locations.
Please look for the bins near the church entrance or place your donations in the collection
box at the Clothing Bank. Distribution will begin Sat., October 26th and continue during
regular clothing bank hours. Please check your closets and share with those in need.

TODAY, October 6th, is Respect Life Sunday Come join us!
National Life Chain Since 1987, Life Chains have taken place in hundreds of cities
through out the USA peacefully, silently praying for an end to abortion.
Join the Life Chain in Cortland from 2 - 3 PM at the intersections of
Groton Ave and Main Streets. For more information contact
Carolann at 607-351- 6668. Bring the whole family. Rain or shine!
Harry L. Drive at Oakdale Road in Johnson City. 2:00 to 3:30 pm.
Contact Maribeth 607-427-5991
Living Rosary :St. Mary’s Altar & Rosary Society invites EVERYONE to take part in
the Living Rosary today, October 6th, 2 PM at St Mary’s Church, N. Main St.,
Cortland. We will pray the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries for
the intentions of Pope Francis. Our focus will be on Respect for Life (in all its stages)
After the Rosary we’ll enjoy refreshments &fellowship in the Church Hall.

The Rosary The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
Each Sunday we will include information about the Rosary. “According to an
account by fifteenth-century Dominican, Alan de la Roch, Mary appeared to St.
Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances because
of his lack of success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him
for his valiant fight against the heretics and then gave him the Rosary as a
mighty weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to
others. "Since the prayers of the Rosary come from such excellent sources —
from Our Lord Himself, from inspired Scripture, and from the Church — it is
The Sanctuary Candle Burning for the
not surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our Blessed Mother and so powerful
month of October in our
with heaven. "If we consider the power of the Rosary as seen in its effects, we
Whitney Pt Church is In Memory Of:
find a great abundance of proofs of its wonderful value. Many are the favors
Joe Sculley by Mary Sculley
granted to private individuals through its devout recitation: there are few
In Our Marathon Church:
devoted users of the Rosary who cannot testify to experiencing its power in
Liz Slocum Anon
their own lives. …”-- Mary in our Life by Fr. William G. Most (to be continued)

CCSS-SP’s Parish Council Meeting
Our regular Parish Council Meeting
will be held Tuesday, Oct. 8th, at 7pm, at our
Whitney Point location. One of the topics on the
agenda will be the change in the Sunday prayer
intentions. As you know Parish Council meetings
are open to all members of the Parish.

Women of Faith, a Cortland group, will be
meeting at our Marathon Church on Friday,
October 11th, at 10am. Our project this month is
food for our Food Pantry. Please bring something
to support those in need. All women are invited!

TRUST IN GOD
“Sometimes God’s blessing are not in what He gives; but in
what He takes away. He knows best, trust Him.” Unknown

