Rev. Douglas Cunningham, Administrator
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time/Respect Life Sunday

October 14, 2018
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As announced or by appointment

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements.

Let's try something...First, take a big breath of air in and hold it. Now that you're full of air, WITHOUT
LETTING GO OF THE AIR YOU HAVE, try to breathe in another HUGE breath!
Could you breathe in as much air the second time as you could the first time? Probably not. You couldn't
get as much air because you were still holding on to that first breath of air. The way breathing works is that you
have to LET GO of the first breath in order to be able to take a second breath. But if you think about it, that’s
kind of scary. We’re letting go of something we need before we have the next thing we need. In today's Bible
story, we hear a similar thing happen. In today’s scripture story there’s a man who asks Jesus how he can better
receive what God is offering. So Jesus tells the man that he has to give away (let go of) the one thing that the
man thinks he needs so that he can receive from God the next thing he needs. Just like breathing, right?
Except, for this man, letting go of that first thing was a really hard thing for him to do. It was so hard for
the man to let go of, that the man actually gave up and walked away – he couldn’t do it. Jesus then tells his
disciples, “This is a very hard thing to do.” So the disciples ask, “Yeah we see that – how can anyone do this?”
And Jesus says, “For God, all things are possible.”
”When Jesus says “For God, all things are possible,” he meant we are not expected to do things on our
own. Instead, we are expected to ask for God’s help. Not just with the big things, but also the small things.
But in order to receive God’s help, we sometimes have to let go of something else, we have to let out that first
breath, so that we can take in that second breath. It sounds a little scary and quite hard…but it is possible.
What do you need to let go of to make room in your life to receive God?
This week let’s pray for the wisdom and courage to let go.
Peg Orzel

Weekly Stewardship Report: Last Sunday, October 7, 2018
Regular Collection: Envs: $3,001.50 Loose: $377. Electronic: $440.
..….……Total Regular Collection: $3,818.50
Diocesan Collection: RespectLife-$172. WMSunday-$30. Other Income: Hospitality-$102. /Fuel-$230. /Flowers-$55./50/50-$70.
Because of your contributions, we were able to pay the following bills this week: Office: $558. Dumpster: $20. Phone: $77.
FuelOil: $1,072.
ChR&M: $415. ChHallExps: $174. Salaries: $1,300.
. ……………………..Total Bills Paid This Week: $3,616.
Thank you for your time, talents and treasure!
Bills To Be Pd Next Week: $1,500.
Thank you to our generous parishioners who have made a pledge to the
Annual HOPE Appeal so far. If you have not, please prayerfully consider
making a pledge. The HOPE Appeal funds so many needed programs that
serve many in our communities. It is important to meet our goal every year. Any amount
will get us closer to our goal. If we all participate, we will surely meet our goal.
Deadline is November 30th. There are extra envelopes at the entrances of our churches.
Thank you.
2018 HOPE Appeal Goal: $18,570.02
Pledges To Date: $11,526.59
Balance Remaining: $ 7,043.43
CCSS-SP’s Monthly 50/50 in September was won by Jerry Griep, Congratulations!
Thank you to all who participate. This raffle funds our parish’s Capital Acct. Proceeds
are split between the account and winner. There were 28 participants and the winner
received $70. There are extra envelopes at the entrances of our churches. Cost is $5.

Next Sunday, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY,
we are called to be part of the Church’s
missionary efforts, supporting mission
priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and
lay catechists who provide loving service to
those most in need. As Catholics around
the world gather at the Eucharist around the
table of the Lord, let us… PRAY for the
Church’s worldwide missionary work
and OFFER financial help through a special
collection for The Society for the
PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH.
Your generosity gives hope to vulnerable
communities throughout Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the Pacific Islands.

Over the next several weeks we will be sharing information from the Diocese concerning the sexual abuse scandal.
We know that our faith is based on our relationship with God and that the wrong that has been committed is by humans….but with those
humans being trusted members of our church it has had an impact on many of us.
We hope that reading this document will help in understanding what the church is doing in regard to this situation.
In the Diocese of Syracuse, our policy requires: That all clergy, religious, employees and volunteers whose ministry puts them in direct
contact with children, participate in a safe environment training and receive a criminal background check very five years. Over 41,000 have
been trained to date.
A Diocesan Review Board made up of lay professionals with expertise in child sexual abuse prevention, treatment and investigations, exists
to review any past complaints of abuse and make recommendations to the Bishop of their credibility. If a priest is found to have a credible
complaint, he is removed from ministry and can no longer serve as a priest. Members are listed on our diocesan website.
The Diocese has a Memorandum of Understanding with the local district attorneys and reports all allegations of past and current (although
we have had none) abuse to their office first. The DA then informs the diocese when it can begin its canonical (Church law) process. The
Memorandum of Understanding was reviewed and again signed in 2018. (Also on the website) The diocese has not had an allegation
involving abuse in its current history. All allegations received by the diocese have been decades old and often involve deceased priests.
Bishop, religious, clergy and lay people are working together to change a culture and it has changed. People were reluctant to call and
report suspicious behavior. We were ‘trained’ “If you don’t have something good to say, don’t say it at all.” Our safe environment training
teaches us that we must speak up and that we all play a role in keeping children and vulnerable adults safe. People now call and report
whenever something outside of normal arises. This is a huge positive!
The Diocese is in dialogue with those who have been harmed by members of our diocesan clergy – (again in the past). The diocese unveiled
the Independent Reconciliation Program (IRCP)this past February engaging the independent services of world renowned Attorney Ken
Feinberg and Camille Biros out of Washington DC to invite those who have been harmed to participate in a compensation program that they
would deem appropriate – independent of the diocese. Victims have participated and the program will near completion at the end of
September. Although the program cannot take away the pain of the abuse, it is one more way the diocese can try to acknowledge its failures
and seek forgiveness.
The eight dioceses of NYS were served with a subpoena on September 6, 2018. Bishop Cunningham and the diocese will fully cooperate
with the AG and will continue to work with the local district attorneys.
The Church culture has changed but we must not be complacent. It will take all – Bishops, clergy, religious and lay to actively participate in
maintaining a culture in which all people – especially children and young people are safe.
Please Pray For Our Following Friends and Family in the Military: Major Corrine Miller, A2C Derek Lescord,
Devon McGill, Joshua Lilley, PV2 James McGill, Lt. Cpl John Larkin,Jr., USMC, Sgt. Heather Fox, Brett Hayes,
Captain Caleb Miller, Sgt. Megan Ballard, A1C Brendan Schneider, Kris Carstens, LC USMC Daniel Morehouse,
SSG Steven Gross, USMC Staff Sgt. Dan Votra, Sgt. Nicholas Stone, Lt. Paul McDonald, Major John Thomas,
Major Joy Thomas, Lt. Commander Marvin Joel Scott III, AF2ndLt. Emily Steele, OS3 Jonathan Schneider, Sgt. Jacob Rau,
Sgt. Zachary Reardon USMC, Staff Sgt. Justin Blaisdell, Staff Sergeant Michael Hetzler, Lt. LCDR Maria Lescord,
and our pastor, Lt. Colonel Douglas Cunningham. If you have a friend or family member serving our country and
would like their name mentioned weekly in our bulletin, to be kept in our prayers, please contact our parish office.

Mission Statement for The Catholic Community of St. Stephen - St. Patrick
We are a Roman Catholic Community of faith, welcoming the strength found in diversity. We are committed to
using our time, talent, and treasure in proclaiming the Kingdom of God through prayer, fellowship, and service.
We experience our unity at the Eucharistic Table of the Lord, and our direction from the Word of God.
If you know of parishioners that have not been able to come to Mass because they are homebound,
please let the Parish Office know so our Hospitality Groups can provide contact with them through
visits and cards, and perhaps they would like to receive a copy of our bulletin.
Hospitalized or ill: Please notify rectory or email lcrowley@zfastest.net so we can provide for their/your spiritual needs.
If you know someone that is ill, facing surgery, or some other kind of difficulty, and needs our prayers, please call
Dottie Angel at 656-9230 or Pat Canfield at 849-6978. They will lead the Prayer Chain we have at
The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick Church. Supporting each other with the Power of Prayer is the best medicine.
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to be, please call our Parish Office, 692-3911.

Our bulletin and OLPH’s can be viewed online at www.ccsssp.com.

Catholic Community of St. Stephen-St. Patrick

PARISH STAFF
Parish Council
Chairperson - John Mihalko
Director of Faith Formation - Cecelia Carstens, 323-5114
Vice-Chairperson - Don Barry
Ministry Coordinator-Peg Orzel, porzel10@yahoo.com
Secretary - Brittney Penrose
Church Organist/Music Director - Jennifer Cafferty
Maintenance - (Please call parish office w/maintenance concerns)
Parish Business/Office Manager-Mary Wied Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, Noon - Phone, Mail or Email, ststephenstpat@syrdio.org

Daily Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sunday

Tuesday
Next Sunday

Oct. 14

Oct. 16
Oct. 21

8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Jack Lantry…by Jim & Lora Hammill
10:30 AM Marathon…for Dorothy Griep…by Jerry Griep
12:00 PM OLPH…for Margaret & Francis Pratt…by Bernie & Sharon Massar
for James Drury & Nora Hain…by Jean & Katrina Drury
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for The People Of Our Parish
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Bernie Shaffer…by Mary Sculley
10:30 AM Marathon…for Dcn. Larry Brickner…by Joseph & Yvette Pommier
12:00 PM OLPH…for James Drury & Nora Hain…by Jean & Katrina Drury

Readings for the Week of October 14 through October 21, 2018:
Today: Wis 7:7-11; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30
Monday: Gal 4:22-24,26-27,31;5:1; Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6; Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Lk 11:42-46

Thursday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Lk 10:1-9
Friday: Eph 1:11-14; Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23; Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45

The readings for today, Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, begin with #1030, in our Journeysongs Hymnals.

WP Ecumenical Food Pantry: M-Th & Sat, 10am-Noon & Thurs Eve, 6-8pm. Closed Fridays, Holidays, & when school is
closed for inclement weather. Food Pantry Chairperson: Roger Calice Clothing Bank: M,Tu & Sat, 10am-Noon.
Mobile Food Pantry: 1st Friday of Month at WP Church parking lot. Truck arrives around 9:30am (unless holiday)
Whitney Point
Greeters: Clements Family
Next Sunday: Anne Ballard, Cathy Shoemaker
Lector: Sue McDonald Next Sunday: Ingrid Jordak
Altar Servers: Luke Czebiniak, Elizabeth Czebiniak
Next Sunday: Noah Somers, Hannah Somers
Eucharistic Ministers: Margaret Fabrocino, Peg Orzel, Cathy Shoemaker
Next Sunday: Dot Hathway, Pat Walter, Mary Jo Whitehead

Marathon
Kristin Kashuba, Bob Barry
Dawn Odinek, Don Barry
Lector: Linda Caminiti Next Sunday: Kathy Cusick
Gunner Tyrrell, Volunteer
Alex Votra, Volunteer
Kathy Cusick, Dawn Odinek, Mike Thayne
Patty Thon, Geoff Tyrrell, Shelley Warnow
Oct Ushers: Don Barry Family
Oct Church Cleaners: Becky Merihew & family

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MINISTRY SERVICE TO OUR PARISH!

This Week In Our Parish
Tuesday, Oct. 16th
Thursday, Oct. 18th
Saturday, Oct. 20th

Sunday, Oct. 27th

9:30am - Hospitality Ministry Committee Meeting - Whitney Pt Church Hall
7:00pm - Adoration w/Dcn. Ken Money - Whitney Point Church
8:00-9:30am - Christian Men Of Faith Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
10:00am-12:00pm - Coat, Sweater, Blanket Distribution - WP Clothing Bank
5:00-8:00pm - Youth Group Night - Whitney Point Church Hall
9:20-11:00am - Faith Formation Classes - Whitney Point Church Hall
12:00-2:00pm - Confirmation Class - Whitney Point Church Hall

FOCUS STATEMENT
To strengthen and grow in our faith, we as a parish,
are developing a focus for the new Liturgical Year
which begins on December 2, 2018. We are asking
for your input (youth and adults) in selecting our
focus statement. Our focus statement will not replace
our mission statement. It will be our theme for the
year that can help us emphasis trusting in God as we
continue to become the best people and church we
can be. Please think and pray about the following
four possibilities and on October 21st we will have a
ballot available for you to indicate your choice.
Walking in Trust, Faith and Hope
. Walk with God, Live in God, Trust in God
. Trust and Return to the Lord
. Trust in God and all else will follow
The Sanctuary Candle Burning
for the month of October
in our Whitney Point Church:
is in memory of

Helmut Melzer and
Daina Freimanis
by Vella Melzer

A Family Perspective - Having possessions is an
illusion. In today’s gospel, Jesus told the young man to
give up his need to control and put his trust in God. He
could not let go! In families, our need to control destroys
relationships. We can lead, teach and encourage but we
cannot control anyone but ourselves.

Next Sunday, October 21st,
we welcome Mary Goodstal
to the Waters of Baptism
at our Whitney Point Church.
May she be blessed and guided
by the Holy Spirit all the days of her life.
CCSS-SP Hospitality Ministry
Committee is always in need
of new people, retired or not,
from all three church locations, to join our
meetings every 3rd Tuesday for 1 or 2
hours. Our next meeting is this Tuesday,
Oct. 16th,9:30am, in our Whitney Pt Church
Hall and we look forward to seeing you.
Please join us!

Interested?
Are you, or
someone you know,
interested in learning
more about the Catholic
Faith? If so, contact our
parish office, 692-3911,
for Kathy Cusick.

Come and Visit with Jesus - Did you know that every
Thursday evening, for one hour, you can come and spend
some time with Jesus? Eucharistic Adoration is just that; a
chance to be within His presence and talk to him one on one. Come
for a short amount of time or stay for all of it. This Thurs., Oct. 18th,
we will have Dcn. Ken Money join us again, 7pm, at our Whitney
Point Church. We encourage you to come enlighten yourselves with
this wonderful experience.
Volunteers Needed for the Fall Festival
We will once again have a table at the Whitney Point Fall Festival.
We need four volunteers to give away books, materials, answer any
questions and invite people to join us for worship. If you have three hours
on Sat., October 27th, between 9am-12pm or 12-1pm, please sign up.

Hospitality Holiday Bazaar - Clean out your closets…
Vocation View: The first reading is a
what
may be trash to you, may be someone else’s treasure.
prayer for wisdom. The Gospel reading is an
Please begin saving items for our White Elephant Sale
invitation to put that wisdom into practice. Pray
for our Holiday Bazaar on
that our young people seek the wisdom of God and Saturday, November 10th, 8:30am-4pm, at our Whitney Pt. Church Hall.
have the courage to put it into practice. For more
New or gently used Items (no clothes, please) can be brought to our
information about leaving riches behind to follow
Whitney Pt Church Hall Nov. 5th-9th. Along with the White Elephant Sale,
Jesus, call the Vocations Office at 315-470-1468.
we’ll have a Bake Sale, lunch, and many, many raffles. Hopefully you’ve
Parish Membership Code: CFMRYY.
Thanksgiving Dinner Food Signups
Signups for Thanksgiving Baskets will take place
until October 19th at the Catholic Charities Food
Pantry at 100 Main St. Binghamton on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9-11:30am and 1-3:30pm
and Tuesday 1-3:30. Food will be distributed
at our local Food Pantry on Nov. 18th, 12-1pm..

received the annual letters with raffle tickets. You have six chances to win
$100.00! There are extra raffle tickets at the entrances of our churches.
Whitney Point Ecumenical
Food Pantry
During the month of Oct we are
collecting Ramen Noodles & Jello..
We are in need of any food donations.
There are marked baskets at the entrances
of our churches. Thank you for all your
food & monetary donations.

The Ecumenical
Peace Garden
Applications for engraved bricks are
available in the vestibule. If you
have any questions you are
welcome to call Ken or Sylvia Bates
at 743-0170 or 743-6317.

