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As announced or by appointment

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements.

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat, but if it dies, it produces much fruit…..”
In John’s gospel, Jesus illustrates the necessity of his death by pointing to the planting and harvesting of wheat; he also uses this
moment to teach us an important spiritual principle of dying to selfish desires and dying to self. Bishop Fulton J. Sheen explains the
principle of dying to selfish desires: “When we die to something, something comes alive within us. If we die to self, charity comes alive;
if we die to pride, service comes alive…”
There are many saints both known and unknown who have given us an example of dying to self for the Glory of God and the good of
others. They have shown us how charity and service can affect the lives of many.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta left the security and comfort of the Convent of Loreto to enter the slums to live and work among the poorest of
the poor. Though the yearning to return to Loreto always tempted her, Mother Teresa relied on her faith and determination to do the
will of God. Mother’s whole life bore witness to finding and loving the greatness and dignity of every human being. When she died in
1997, her Missionaries of Charity had grown to over 4,000 sisters who served in 594 houses in 120 countries throughout the world.
Today those numbers continue to grow and along with lay missionaries, co-workers and volunteers Mother’s charity and service still
affects the lives of millions.
In March of 2017, three women from a parish in central Florida felt the call to start making and distributing rosaries. Soon they took the
name “Mary’s Hands Rosary Makers” and began to meet once a week to pray and make the rosaries together. Not long after, their
number grew to six and by early summer of that same year they had completed 600 rosaries for First Communion, Confirmation,
funerals and other parish events. In July they received a call from a Ugandan priest who wished to give a rosary to each of the 7,000
children in his parish schools. At first they deemed this request as impossible to fill, until they remembered that nothing is impossible
with God. As they began the daunting task, they prayed for guidance from the Holy Spirit and not long after they were told that the
participants in the Steubenville Summer Conference could probably make missionary rosaries as part of their program. To their
amazement, the participants of that conference completed 2,000 missionary rosaries. March 2018 marks the one year anniversary of
“Mary’s Hands Rosary Makers and to date they have 3,000 missionary rosaries.
Every day we see the effect of charity and service in our own church. The Ecumenical Quilters have worked for years providing
handmade sleeping bags for countess numbers of people. Here in Winter Haven, Florida, those sleeping bags are given to the
homeless who sleep on the ground in the woods. If you could only see how thankful they are when we hand them out.
It’s costly to die to self; to give up your time, your comfort and sometimes your security for the sake of Jesus and others, but, at the
end of the day, just as Jesus was glorified in his service and through his service, so the Father will honor the one who serves Jesus.
“The Father will honor whoever serves me.” John 12, verse 26.
Sylvia Bates

Weekly Stewardship Report: Last Sunday, March 11, 2018
Regular Collection: Envs: $3,478. Loose: $372.
…………………..………….Total Regular Collection: $3,850.
Other Income: Flowers-$120.
Diocesan Collections: CRS-$252.
Because of your contributions, we were able to pay the following bills this week: ChMaint: $116. RectMaint: $90.
Phone: $74. Office: $150. ChAltar: $32.
Salaries: $1,300.
….…………………………… Total Bills Paid This Week:$1,762.
Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated!
Bills To Be Paid Next Week: $3,150.
Thank you for your generous donations to
FACEBOOK: Did you know that The Catholic Community
Please call or email the
the Catholic Relief Services Collection.
of St. Stephen-St. Patrick is on Facebook? We now have a
Parish Office if you would like
Funds from this collection help provide food
your 2017 contribution
volunteer who updates the posts frequently throughout the
to the hungry, support to displaced refugees,
statement:
607-692-3911,
week
with events happening in the parish as well as helpful
and bring Christ’s love and mercy to all
ststephenstpat@syrdio.org.
information! Check it out…you will be glad you did!!
people here at home & abroad.
Please keep Jean Mayer in your prayers. She is currently in a Cortland Rehabilitation Center
and we will print address for friends to send cards when she is in a regular room.

Catholic Answers: Ready Reasons - Is the Holy Spirit the Same as the Force?
If you have not yet registered: Go to Formed.org and enter our parish code: CFMRYY.
There is no charge for individuals because our parish has a year long membership.
Learn Your Faith in 3 Minutes or Less! Hear expert apologists from Catholic Answers respond to popular objections with short,
easy-to-understand teachings. In this Ready Reasons, Karlo Broussard considers our faith in light of themes from the Star Wars
movies to show that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, not an impersonal force.

Adult Mission Trip - Our awareness trip to Guatemala
is scheduled for Oct. 6-13. During this time we will visit
different areas of the country where Unbound serves the poor. The
cost is $650 for room, board and travel within the country, plus air
fare to Guatemala. For further information go to
UNBOUND.ORG/TRIPS or contact Peg Orzel porzel10@yahoo.com

CCSS-SP’s Hospitality Ministry Committee meeting this
Tuesday, March 20th, 9:30am, at our Whitney Pt Church Hall. We
look forward to seeing parishioners from all 3 church locations.

The Lector’s Corner
Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and
Proclaimers of the Word 2018, page v
Proclaiming Effectively: The Art of the Storyteller
Listen closely to the good storytellers (Lectors) you know.
See how the stories they tell appear on their face, are colored
by their voice, seem to flow from their whole being. These
people are full of energy as they tell their stories, they work
to connect with the family or community that listens, they
have a desire, a need, to communicate well. We have the
same desire to communicate that Word of God well, so these
same skills will be crucial to our proclamation of the Word.
Contact: Michael Thayne, Lector Ministry Coordinator,
thaynemm@earthlink.net.
The WP Ecumenical Clothing Bank is in need of volunteers.
It is currently only open, Mon, Tues, & Sat., 10am-12pm.
If we get more volunteers, more days can be open.
Please call our parish office, 692-3911, if you are interested
and available for this ministry.
WP Ecumenical Food Pantry - During the month of
March we are collecting pasta for the WP Ecumenical
Food Pantry . There are marked baskets at the entrances of our
churches. Thank you for all your food & monetary donations.

Cancellation Notice-If we need to cancel Sunday or Tuesday morning
Mass, or any scheduled event in our parish due to the road conditions, there
will be a recorded message on the office number. Please call 692-3911

Please kindly pray for the repose of the soul of
Patricia Campbell
who has entered into the Kingdom of Heaven.
May she rest in peace.
Time’s Running Out: The IGNITE Catholic Men’s
Conference is Saturday, March 24th! See flyers in our
churches for who the 3 amazing speakers will be. You
can register online: www.ignitecatholicmen.org or contact our parish
office, 692-3911. Our parish has 6 tickets available if you’re able to go.
Memorial Sanctuary Candles-If you’d like to have the
sanctuary candle lit in memory of a loved one, at our Whitney Pt. or
Marathon Church, please call our parish office. Donation is $20.00
for that month and memorial name(s) will be in bulletin.
Please Pray For Our Following Friends
and Family in the Military: Major Corrine Miller,
Sgt. Jacob Rau, Devon McGill, Joshua Lilley,
PV2 James McGill, LCpl John Larkin,Jr.,USMC,
Sgt. Heather Fox, Brett Hayes, Captain Caleb Miller,
Sgt. Megan Ballard, A1C Brendan Schneider, Kris Carstens,
LC USMC Daniel Morehouse, SSG Steven Gross,
UMC Staff Sgt. Dan Votra, Sgt. Nicholas Stone,
Lt. Paul McDonald, Lt. Commander Marvin Joel Scott III,
AF2nd Lt. Emily Steele, OS3 Jonathan Schneider,
Sgt. Zachary Reardon USMC, Staff Sgt. Justin Blaisdell,
Staff Sergeant Michael Hetzler, A2C Derek Lescord,
Lt. LCDR Maria Lescord, and our pastor,
Lt. Colonel Douglas Cunningham.
If you have a friend
or family member serving our country and would like
their name mentioned weekly in our bulletin, to be kept in
our prayers, please contact our parish office.

Mission Statement for The Catholic Community of St. Stephen - St. Patrick
We are a Roman Catholic Community of faith, welcoming the strength found in diversity. We are committed to
using our time, talent, and treasure in proclaiming the Kingdom of God through prayer, fellowship, and service.
We experience our unity at the Eucharistic Table of the Lord, and our direction from the Word of God.
If you know of parishioners that have not been able to come to Mass because they are homebound,
please let the Parish Office know so our Hospitality Groups can provide contact with them
through visits and cards, and perhaps they would like to receive a copy of our bulletin.
Hospitalized or ill: Please notify rectory or email lcrowley@zfastest.net so we can provide for their/your spiritual needs.
If you know someone that is ill, facing surgery, or some other kind of difficulty, and needs our prayers,
please call Dottie Angel at 656-9230 or Pat Canfield at 849-6978. Dottie will lead the Prayer Chain we have
at The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick. Supporting each other with the Power of Prayer is the best medicine.

Parish Council
Chairperson - Don Alexy & Don Barry
Vice-Chairperson - John Mihalko
Secretary - Brittney Penrose

PARISH STAFF
Directors of Faith Formation - (WP)Cecelia Carstens, 323-5114
(Marathon)Helen Mathews, 423-7656
Church Organist/Music Director - Jennifer Cafferty
Maintenance - (Please call parish office w/maintenance concerns)

Parish Business/Office Manager-Mary Wied Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, Noon - Phone, Mail or Email, ststephenstpat@syrdio.org
Our bulletin and OLPH’s can be viewed online at www.ccsssp.com.

Daily Mass Schedule & Intentions
Sunday

Mar. 18

8:30 AM Whitney Point…for The People of our Parish
10:30 AM Marathon…for Louis Odinek, 1st Anniv. …by Dawn & Sweet Pea
12:00 PM OLPH… for Antonia Buttigieg…by Josephine Kellogg
Tuesday
Mar. 20
8:30 AM Marathon…for The People Of Our Parish
Palm Sunday Mar. 25
8:30 AM Whitney Point…for Elsie Zelsnack…by Elsie Poyer
10:30 AM Marathon…for Patricia Campbell…by CCSS-SP’s Hospitality Ministry Committee
12:00 PM OLPH…for Jennie Ricca…by Pat & Terri Fedele
Readings for the Week of March 18 through 25, 2018:
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16; Rom 4:13,16-18,22; Mt 1:16,18-21,24a
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95; Jn 8:31-42
Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1--15:47
The readings for today, Fifth Sunday of Lent, begin with #917 in our Journeysongs Hymnals.

WP Ecumenical Food Pantry: M-Th & Sat, 10am-Noon & Thurs Eve, 6-8pm. Closed Fridays, Holidays, & when school is
closed for inclement weather. Food Pantry Chairperson: Roger Calice Clothing Bank: M,Tu & Sat, 10am-Noon.
Mobile Food Pantry: 1st Friday of Month at WP Church parking lot. Truck arrives around 9:30am (unless holiday)
Whitney Point
Greeters: Anne Ballard, Cathy Shoemaker
Next Sunday: Ingrid Jordak, Peggy Kemp
Lector: Mike Thayne Next Sunday: Don Alexy
Altar Servers: Aidan & Lucca Lynch
Next Sunday: Ian McMullen, Grace Russell
Eucharistic Ministers: Kathy Bensley, Cecelia Carstens, Peg Orzel
Next Sunday: Dot Hathway, Cathy Shoemaker, Pat Walter

Marathon
Bob & Don Barry
Marie Joseph, Alice Sliter
Lector: Roseanne Holland Next Sunday: Kathy Cusick
Ryan & Stephen Eaton
Seamus Nolan, Alex Votra
Eric Barry, Linda Caminiti, Kathy Cusick
Dawn Odinek, Mike Thayne, Patty Thon
March Ushers: Wayne Niggli, Bob Barry

T han k y o u f o r vo l u n t e e ri n g y o u r m i n i s t ry t al e n t t o o u r p ari s h!

This Week In Our Parish
St. Patrick’s Day Brunch - After our 8:30am Mass at Whitney Point
No Faith Formation or Confirmation Classes at Whitney Point
9:00-10:30am - Faith Formation Classes - Marathon Church Hall
Tuesday, Mar. 20th 9:30am - Hospitality Ministry Committee Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
Wed., Mar. 21st
7:00pm - Lenten Penance Service - Marathon Church
nd
7:00-8:00pm - Adoration - Marathon Church
Thursday, Mar. 22
Friday, Mar. 23rd
6:30pm - Stations of the Cross - Marathon Church
7:00-8:30am - Christian Men Of Faith Meeting - Whitney Point Church Hall
Sat., Mar. 24th
th
Sunday, Mar. 25
Palm Sunday - Distribution of Palms at each Mass
Today, Mar. 18th

Whole Community Catechesis
Readings and Questions for Discussion

FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION:
Mrs. Nolan’s and Mrs. Tyrrell’s Faith Formation classes at Marathon
wish to thank their parish community for the generous
food donations to their Lenten project. God Bless You All!

Reading 1 - Jeremiah 31:31-34
Jeremiah tells the people that the Lord will
make a new covenant with them,
planting the law within their hearts.
Responsorial Psalm-Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,14-15
A prayer for God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Reading 2 - Hebrews 5:7-9

We are collecting individually wrapped candy for CCSS-SP’s Annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, after the 8:30am Mass, on the
Whitney Point Church grounds. Please drop off any wrapped candy donations in the
marked baskets at the entrances of our churches. Thank you for your generosity.
The Faith Formation and Confirmation classes at Whitney Point
are cancelled today, March 18th. Instead, everyone can join us
for brunch after Mass in honor of our Patron Saint.

Through his sufferings, Jesus gained
salvation for all who obey him.

Gospel - John 12:20-33
Jesus teaches his disciples about the way in
which he will be glorified by God, and a voice
from heaven is heard to affirm this teaching.
Adults: In what ways have I sacrificed my own
desires to be of help to others?

The Marathon Maplefest is upon us; this year it’s on April 7th & 8th.
Sign up sheets for our annual pasta dinner are at the entrances of our
churches. Please consider signing up, we need many
for preparing, cooking, serving, etc.

Children: How have I given something up to
help my family, a classmate, or a friend?

St. Patrick’s Day Brunch
TODAY, March 18th, following
our 8:30am Mass in Whitney Pt.
Come downstairs and enjoy some good
Irish music, food, fun and fellowship as
we celebrate our church‘s patron saint.

Stations Of The Cross is prayed every Friday at 6:30pm, during
Lent. They rotate between our Whitney Point and Marathon
Churches. This Friday, March 23rd, is at our Marathon Church.
CCSS-SP’s Lenten Penance

Service this Wednesday,
March 21st, 7pm, at our
Marathon Church.
Fr. Doug and other priests will
be available to hear confessions.
Come and Visit with Jesus-Did you know that every All parishioners are encouraged to
Thursday evening, for one hour, you can come and
participate in this meaningful
spend some time with Jesus? Eucharistic Adoration
experience, as we prepare for the
is just that; a chance to be within His presence and talk
celebration of the
Resurrection of our Lord.
to him one on one. This Thurs,, Mar. 22nd , is at Marathon Ch.

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl:
Encountering Alefa
We encounter Alefa in Malawi,
where seeds are helping her family
survive an uncertain climate. How can
you care for God’s creation this Lent?
How can you support those, worldwide,
who are forced to flee their homes to
find safety or better opportunities? Visit
crsricebowl.org for more information.

“The Light is on for You” Opportunities for Confession - Priests throughout the Diocese will be offering the Sacrament of
Reconciliation on March 26th for “The Light is on for You” program. The CC of St. Stephen-St. Patrick Churches and OLPH
will not be participating. Local Churches Participating: St Anthony’s Church, Cortland, from 4 - 5:30 PM and again,
after the 5:30 PM Mass, from 6 - 7 PM. Most Holy Rosary, 2596 Main St., Maine: 4-7pm.

th

Palm Sunday, March 25
Tuesday, March 27th
Holy Thursday, March 29th
Good Friday, March 30th
Easter Sunday, April 1st

Holy Week Schedule
Our Regular Mass Schedule w/Distribution of Palms
7:00pm Chrism Mass - The Cathedral, Syracuse
7:00pm Mass of the Last Supper/Washing of Feet - Marathon Church
w/Adoration until 9:30pm
3:00pm Praying Station of the Cross at OLPH
7:00pm Veneration Service at Whitney Point Church
Regular Mass Schedule
Easter Egg Hunt following the 8:30am Mass at Whitney Point

